
Brussels, 24 October 2016

COST 113/16

DECISION

Subject: Memorandum of Understanding for the implementation of the COST Action
“REthinking Sustainability TOwards a Regenerative Economy” (RESTORE)
CA16114

The COST Member Countries and/or the COST Cooperating State will find attached the Memorandum of
Understanding for the COST Action REthinking Sustainability TOwards a Regenerative Economy approved
by the Committee of Senior Officials through written procedure on 24 October 2016.



MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

For the implementation of a COST Action designated as

COST Action CA16114
RETHINKING SUSTAINABILITY TOWARDS A REGENERATIVE ECONOMY (RESTORE)

The COST Member Countries and/or the COST Cooperating State, accepting the present Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) wish to undertake joint activities of mutual interest and declare their common
intention to participate in the COST Action (the Action), referred to above and described in the Technical
Annex of this MoU.

The Action will be carried out in accordance with the set of COST Implementation Rules approved by the
Committee of Senior Officials (CSO), or any new document amending or replacing them:

a.  “Rules for Participation in and Implementation of COST Activities” (COST 132/14);
b.  “COST Action Proposal Submission, Evaluation, Selection and Approval” (COST 133/14);
c.  “COST Action Management, Monitoring and Final Assessment” (COST 134/14);
d.  “COST International Cooperation and Specific Organisations Participation” (COST 135/14).

The main aim and objective of the Action is to The RESTORE COST Action will affect a paradigm shift
towards restorative sustainability for new and existing buildings and space design across Europe.. This will
be achieved through the specific objectives detailed in the Technical Annex.

The economic dimension of the activities carried out under the Action has been estimated, on the basis of
information available during the planning of the Action, at EUR 64 million in 2016.

The MoU will enter into force once at least five (5) COST Member Countries and/or COST Cooperating
State have accepted it, and the corresponding Management Committee Members have been appointed, as
described in the CSO Decision COST 134/14.

The COST Action will start from the date of the first Management Committee meeting and shall be
implemented for a period of four (4) years, unless an extension is approved by the CSO following the
procedure described in the CSO Decision COST 134/14.
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TECHNICAL ANNEX
OVERVIEW

Summary
Sustainable buildings and facilities are critical to a future that is socially just, ecologically restorative,
culturally rich and economically viable within the climate change context

Despite over a decade of strategies and programmes, progress on built environment sustainability fails to
address these key issues. Consequently the built environment sector no longer has the luxury of being
incrementally less bad, but, with urgency, needs to adopt net-positive, restorative sustainability thinking to
incrementally do ‘more good’.

Within the built environment sustainability agenda a shift is occurring, from a narrow focus on building
energy performance, mitigation strategies, and minimisation of environmental impacts to a broader
framework that enriches places, people, ecology, culture, and climate at the core of the design task, with
particular emphasis on the benefits towards health.

Sustainability in buildings, as understood today, is an inadequate measure for current and future
architectural design, for it aims no higher than trying to make buildings ‘less bad’. Building on current
European Standards restorative sustainability approaches will raise aspirations and deliver restorative
outcomes.

The RESTORE Action will affect a paradigm shift towards restorative sustainability for new and existing
buildings, promoting forward thinking and multidisciplinary knowledge, leading to solutions that celebrate
the richness of design creativity while enhancing users’ experience, health and wellbeing inside and outside
buildings, in harmony with urban ecosystems, reconnecting users to nature.

The COST proposal will advocate, mentor and influence for a restorative built environment sustainability
through work groups, training schools (including learning design competitions) and Short Term Scientific
Missions (STSMs).

Areas of Expertise Relevant for the Action
● Civil engineering: Sustainable engineering, adaptation to
long-term environmental changes
● Economics and business: Sustainability
● Environmental engineering: Environmental impact, Life
Cycle Assessment

Keywords
● restorative sustainability
● restorative design processes-methods-
tools
● climate change
● health and well-being
● sustainable urban development

Specific Objectives
To achieve the main objective described in this MoU, the following specific objectives shall be
accomplished:

Research Coordination
● To increase knowledge, collaboration and timely knowledge transfer among research centres,
universities, education entities, companies, NGOs and the built environment related industry sectors.
● The pre-development of new compulsory design approaches, processes and technologies that can build
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and improve upon existing best practices.
● The creation and reinforcement of an European network of skilled professionals (architects, engineers,
constructors, urban planners, academics, sustainability practitioners, etc.) able to face the complexity of a
broader agenda of environmental strategies.
● Fostering continued collaboration beyond the completion the RESTORE action. The network members
are change agents.
● The inclusion of Restorative sustainability criteria within education curricula, thus preparing the next
generations of building practitioners.
● Stimulate a major academic research focus on Restorative approaches to design; this is founded on
multidisciplinary research collaborations.

Capacity Building
● Facilitate sharing of knowledge of potential for restorative sustainability perspectives that include place,
energy, water, waste, resources, health, equity, and education.
● Increase and enhance knowledge and strengthen collaboration among research centres, universities,
education entities, companies, NGOs and the built environment related industry sectors.
● Advance awareness and implementation of new required practice approaches, methods and technologies
that build and improve upon existing best practices.
● The creation and reinforcement of a network of professionals (architects, engineers, constructors, urban
planners, etc.) able to tackle emerging environmental challenges.
● To foster continued collaboration beyond the completion of this action.
● The preparation of H2020 applications.
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